RELIGIOUS EDUCATION POLICY
Our Religious Education policy supports this vision for the school:
Checkendon Primary School is a dynamic Church of England school in which our Anglican Christian
values of respect, courage, integrity, compassion and hope are at the heart of everything we do.
We give every pupil the opportunity to develop their particular capabilities in our stimulating and
caring environment where creative teaching and an inspiring curriculum lead to high-quality
learning and outstanding achievement. We work in partnership with parents and the wider
community to help every pupil make excellent progress, develop a lifelong love of learning and
broaden their sense of citizenship, as they grow in mind, body and spirit.
What is Religious Education?
We believe that religious education encourages a spiritual approach to living. It fosters knowledge and
understanding of religious beliefs and practices and the development of personal skills in forming reasoned
opinions, based on evidence and argument.
Religious education is concerned with personal feelings and experiences, human relationships and the
variety of human responses to life and the natural world. Religious practice is an important part of the
human response to existence, and so religious education also deals with the major religions and their
writings, festivals, buildings, beliefs and symbols.
Aims
Checkendon is a Church of England school and we believe that religious education is a cornerstone of the
whole curriculum. We aim to provide children with a framework of Christian values on which to build their
lives; to teach respect and tolerance for other religious beliefs and to develop an awareness of connections
between different religions.
The Oxfordshire Agreed Syllabus adopted by Checkendon School has four aims for Religious Education: to
enable pupils to
1. understand the nature, role and influence of different religions, traditions, beliefs and lifestyles in
the world;
2. pursue personal quest for meaning, purpose and value;
3. formulate reasoned opinions/arguments in relation to controversial issues and truth claims;
4. develop understanding of and respect for different beliefs and lifestyles
Teaching and Learning
EYFS
R.E. in the Reception Class supports the achievement of the Early Learning Goals through appropriate
subject content, according to the needs of the pupils. Children have the opportunity to look at friendship,
feelings and blessings through stories Jesus told. They learn about festivals celebrated by Christians and
about other religious festivals.

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2
Checkendon C.E. Primary School has adopted the Oxford Board Diocesan Board of Education Oxfordshire
Agreed Syllabus Themes and Questions, as the programme of study for R.E. The scheme is based largely on
the Pan-Berkshire Agreed Syllabus 2012-17, but covers the requirements of the Milton Keynes,
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Syllabi.
Each unit has a Big Question which has been created to allow children to experience AT1 and AT2 in every
unit. Christianity is the main religion taught, in accordance with the national guidelines Religious Education
in English Schools: Non Statutory Guidance 2010. Alongside Christianity, Judaism is taught in KS1 and
Hinduism and Sikhism covered in KS2; in addition there are 4 units exploring Islam in the programme of
study for Year 5 and 6.
Each unit consists of an outline plan and an assessment sheet which is used as a starting point. There is a
unit for each half term, for each year group.
The Engage, Enquire, Evaluate and Reflect model of teaching does not necessarily progress in a linear
fashion, and may be revisited at any point during a unit of work. There is scope to leave the plans behind if
the pupils’ questioning and investigating opens up other interesting avenues for enquiry. Special events,
such as the anniversary of WW1, may mean that units of work are adapted.
A range of resources including digital media, visits and visitors, drama, music and art and will be used to
support teaching and learning.
Withdrawal from religious education
Parents may withdraw their children from all or part of religious education and teachers can exercise their
right to withdraw from teaching the subject. However, we hope that all parents and teachers will feel
comfortable with the way religious education is taught in this school. Parents who wish to withdraw their
children must provide written notification to this effect.
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